
What do we do While we Wait?
December 2, 2009

Intro
Story of Abram and Sarai - 
!
• Abram receives a call from the Lord - Genesis 12: 2
• Abram receives the promise of a child - Genesis 15: 2-6

Basic truth - the waiting room is a place of preparation for 
what is to come.

GPS - 3 steps to do while you are in the waiting room

Step #1 - Build an alter of gratitude
• Genesis 12: 7-9 - Abraham builds alters of gratitude

• Ways to do this...
• Journal 
• Go back to the same location

Step #2 - Persistent Prayer
• Genesis 18: 22-33 - Abraham prays for Sodom

• 1 Thessalonians 5: 17 - “pray continually”

Step #3 - Surrender
• Genesis 22: 1-3 - God asks Abraham to sacrifice Isaac

• Psalm 37: 4-5
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Discussion Group Questions:

1 - Start with a time of prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to open 
your hearts and direct your discussion time.

2 - In Genesis 12:7-9, Abram constructs two "altars of 
gratitude" so that he can remember God's faithfulness. Share 
about a time when you remember being aware of God's 
faithfulness.  What have you done to remember these times?  
Have you ever journaled or gone back to the place?

3 - Read Luke 11:5-13 and Luke 8:1-8. What do these New 
Testament passages say about the idea of persistence in prayer? 
About what in your prayer life are you currently being 
persistent? Is there anything else that you should be praying 
about persistently?

4 - Read Genesis 22: 1-12.  What are your feelings as you read 
this?  

5 - Read Genesis 22: 1-12 again, this time with a context of a 
God who is faithful and sacrificed his own son for us.  Does 
this change the way you feel about this?  What do you need to 
surrender and how can you take steps to do this?

Discussion Group Questions:

1 - Start with a time of prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to open 
your hearts and direct your discussion time.

2 - In Genesis 12:7-9, Abram constructs two "altars of 
gratitude" so that he can remember God's faithfulness. Share 
about a time when you remember being aware of God's 
faithfulness.  What have you done to remember these times?  
Have you ever journaled or gone back to the place?

3 - Read Luke 11:5-13 and Luke 8:1-8. What do these New 
Testament passages say about the idea of persistence in prayer? 
About what in your prayer life are you currently being 
persistent? Is there anything else that you should be praying 
about persistently?

4 - Read Genesis 22: 1-12.  What are your feelings as you read 
this?  

5 - Read Genesis 22: 1-12 again, this time with a context of a 
God who is faithful and sacrificed his own son for us.  Does 
this change the way you feel about this?  What do you need to 
surrender and how can you take steps to do this?

Notes:Notes:

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2012:7-9&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2012:7-9&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2011:5-13;&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2011:5-13;&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%208:1-8;&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%208:1-8;&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2012:7-9&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2012:7-9&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2011:5-13;&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2011:5-13;&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%208:1-8;&version=72
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%208:1-8;&version=72

